
 
Dear Quest Families,  
 
With Fall testing completed, we are excited to finally be seeing some familiar faces and meet our new                  
Quest students! 
 
Teaching students to think creatively is teaching them how to see relationships, make associations, 
redefine, take apart, synthesize, formulate solutions, evaluate and make decisions.  Critical thinking 
involves examining possibilities carefully and constructively, and then organizing and analyzing 
possibilities, refining and developing possibilities and using decision making strategies to choose 
certain options. 
 
Quest units of study are based on best practices in gifted education and the National Association for                 
Gifted Children. Our business partners both local and from across the country continue to encourage               

us to help students learn how to think, apply and integrate both old and new knowledge, work with                  
teams of people and develop creativity in ideas and solutions. 
 
Primary Quest will be putting creative problem solving in motion in order to find solutions to some                 
problems in our community. Our overall question is “How Can I Improve Life for the Animals in our                  
Community using Creative Problem Solving?” We will be taking a closer look at how we can improve                 
life for animals at our zoo, how we can increase the number of dog owners who use the city dog                    
parks, and how we can improve life for dogs with physical disabilities. Creative problem solving               
provides students the opportunity to develop both kinds of thinking in harmony to solve real life                
problems. 
 
This year intermediate students will become critical thinking detectives. Students will hone their             
inductive and deductive reasoning skills throughout three different mystery units. Students will be             
examining evidence from multiple perspectives, creating conclusions based on research, using facts to             
support inferences and justifying claims with evidence. The investigative journey will improve            
students’ analytical and critical thinking skills by encouraging them to develop their own conclusions              
based on the evidence from primary and secondary sources. As students analyze sources, they              
engage in close reading to corroborate sources and contextualize information from the time period of               
the investigation. Engaging in these processes will help students acquire the skills needed to fully               
participate in authentic problem solving. 
 

 
 
Thank you for your continued support! 

“You can never solve a problem on the level on which it was created.” 
-Albert Einstein 


